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sultative National Council would assist the Chief of the State
"until the moment when there is definitely organized a national
representation which only the Constitution can organize, and
which will then take the place of the present Assemblies now
on leave/'
It seems that the Vichy Government is inclining towards
creating a Senate as well as the Consultative National Assembly.
The Committee of the Assembly now studying the reform of the
Constitution would seem to have come to the conclusion that
there can be no question either of abolishing the Republic or of
maintaining a dictatorship in France.
i. THE CONSULTATIVE NATIONAL COUNCIL
The Consultative National Council was created by the law of
January 22, 1941. In theory it is destined to take the place of
Parliament during the abeyance of that body, but it has neither its
powers nor its prerogatives.
Of the Members of the Council some were to be elected by
the legislative, departmental, municipal, and vocational assemblies,
and the others appointed. In point of fact the Council to-day
includes none but appointed members. Their number is not fixed;
afirst batch included 188 names, of which 70 were those of Members
or ex-Members of Parliament; there have since been resignations
or refusals to serve, but, on the other hand, four new Moslem
councillors have been nominated.
The Council, contrary to the provisions of the law establishing
it, has no President. Its Secretary-General is Admiral Fernet. Its
representative in the Government, who ranks as a Minister, is
Lucien Homier.
The Council's functions were defined by a decree of March 22,
1941. It has a purely consultative role, and will probably never
meet in plenary session. Only its committees, composed of 10 to
25 members, will have meetings; the members of these committees>
who give their decisions upon a written report, are nominated by
the Government and need not belong to the National Council.
The Ministers have access to the National Council and can appoint
Government Commissaries to watch the course of business.
In reality " the National Council is more technical than political
in character, even though it does not aim at forming a kind of
corporative chamber. It resembles rather an assembly of notables "
(Le Tempst January 27, 1941).
According to a law of March 22, 1941, the quality of National
Councillor is not incompatible with the holding of any public
office or the exercise of any profession. Councillors, who accord-